
FATE can make strange bedfellows.
Take the case of the retired federal
judge John J. Gibbons, a reserved

and slightly dour man who wears crisp white
shirts and pinstriped suits, who was a Nixon
appointee to the bench, and Shafiq Rasue,
an Islamic militant accused of fighting
against American forces in Afghanistan and
incarcerated in the detention center in
Guantánamo Bay Naval Base in Cuba.

Mr. Gibbons, 79, the former chief judge
of the United States Court of Appeals for
the Third Circuit, in Philadelphia, will go
before the Supreme Court in April and
challenge the government’s continued
detention of some 660 men at Guantánamo.
He will argue that the Bush administration
cannot hold foreign citizens without trial
and legal representation.

“This case is all about the preservation
of the rule of law,’’ he said. “There was an
editorial cartoon in The Newark Star-Ledger
that depicted a gate outside the
Guantánamo Bay Naval Base with the words
‘No Law Zone.’ I am uncomfortable with
no-law zones.’’

He is at once an insider and an outsider.
He is a graduate of Harvard Law School,
class of 1950, and lifelong resident of New
Jersey. A Republican, his politics tend
to veer to the conservative. And he is a
director of the law firm of Gibbons, Del Deo,
Dolan, Griffinger & Vecchione, which has
about 125 lawyers who work out of four
floors in a glass office building connected
to Penn Station in Newark, and another 50
in New York.

The firm has its share of deep-pocketed
corporate clients and makes much of its
money on intellectual property rights and
patents. But Mr. Gibbons, in his role as a
gadfly, is also one of the state’s leading
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crusaders against the death penalty. He
oversees an effort by three lawyers known
as Gibbons Fellows, who work free on the
cases of those who could not otherwise
afford legal representation, many of whom
are on death row.

Lawyers who bring in clients are known
as rainmakers. He is no longer the most
prominent of these, although he does do
some arbitration and other work to help
cover the cost of the free legal services.

“The joke around the firm is that I am the
acid rainmaker,’’ he said.

But then he grows serious. He has, he said,
always been outraged by the use of the
death penalty, which is why he has his firm

file “friend of the court’’ briefs in almost
every death penalty case in New Jersey.

“It is horrible that in a civilized country
the arbitrary imposition of revenge
continues to exist,’’ he said. “This does not
exist in any other industrialized democracy
in the world. We are completely out of step.
We should be ashamed.’’

Law for Mr. Gibbons is not partisan. It is
not about choosing those we do not like, or
do like, and then determining if they receive
full legal rights.

“Sometimes the people we represent have
committed heinous crimes,’’ he said. “We
are often not very popular for the work we
do, but our job is to make sure the law
applies to everyone. Unpopular people
need representation. They frequently
present the most interesting and
challenging legal questions.’’

HE describes the Patriot Act, along
with the detention without
charges of those defined as “enemy

foreign combatants,’’ as “a serious erosion
of the rule of law.’’

“The difference between us and a good
part of the rest of the world is that we have
been dedicated to the rule of law,’’ he said.
“It is important that people like me fight to
preserve that tradition.’’

Mr. Gibbons and his wife, Jeanne, have
seven children and 13 grandchildren. His
decision to become a judge for 20 years
was one that put a severe strain on
household expenses.

“The first year I was on the bench my
salary was less than what I paid the previous
year in taxes,’’ he said. “There were two years
on the bench when my college tuition bills
were $48,000 and I was earning $60,000.’’

He took a night job as a professor of
constitutional law at Seton Hall Law
School in Newark.

“My wife made me give it up when I was
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“The difference between us and a
good part of the rest of the world is
that we have been dedicated to the
rule of law.”

JOHN J. GIBBONS
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73 because she felt I should not be working
70 hours a week,’’ he said, adding that he
had no intention of retiring since he wanted
“to keep using my brain.’’

“I have actually retired from two life-
tenure jobs,’’ he said.

While Mr. Gibbons, who begins his
sentences with long pauses and speaks at
times almost in a whisper, has never met
Mr. Rasue, or any of the co-defendants,

who include 12 Kuwaitis, 2 Australians
and 2 British citizens, he does know
Guantánamo Bay.

“I was stationed there in the Navy at the
end of World War II,’’ he said. “I was there
for a year. I know the landscape. It is dry,
arid with cactuses. There are a lot of exotic
plants and iguanas. It looks like southwest
Texas. It is not a very pleasant place.’’

He no longer sails — a passion of his —

holding up his fingers to show the toll of
arthritis. He admits he has had to slow down
a bit. But his love, the one that defined his
life for more than five decades, remains
undiminished. He starts into the case he will
present, turning out phrases that he has
minted over the last few days in his head
and then asking that they not be printed.

“I want to save that for the Supreme
Court,’’ he said.

One Pennsylvania Plaza
New York, New York  10119

212-649-4700  Fax: 212-333-5980

One Riverfront Plaza
Newark, New Jersey  07102

973-596-4500  Fax: 973-596-0545

********************************



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


